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LOVE — LEARN — SHARE — SERVE with eternal purpose through faith in Jesus Christ

A WORD FROM PASTOR MATTHEW

For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to you. You will seek me
and find me when you seek me with all your heart. | will be found by you,” Jeremiah 29:11-14

We are just starting to get settled in the new year and it is ahead of us with many
possibilities. Although the past 2 years have been anything but enjoyable, they have not been
void of joy. So while we are still at the beginning, I'd like to share a few things that as a church
we can do to make our congregation a place of spiritual growth, care, and outreach.

How are you doing with our congregational book, We Make the Road by Walking? | chose
this book to help us reorient ourselves into the Christian tradition smack dab in the middle of
Neo-orthodox theology; the basics. This is an excellent opportunity for us to journey together
and refresh our hearts with the basics of our Christian faith. If this book isn’t doing it for you,
do not neglect this opportunity to begin a new prayer life. I'd be honored to help design a
specific plan for you that works with your personality and schedule. Doing these things
together will make our church better, more biblically aware and focused on Christ.

| have a confession to make: My memory is limited. | wish | had a state-of-the-art hard drive
installed in my head that made it possible for me to remember every word anyone ever says
to me. If you share something with me on a Sunday morning, please know that if it is not
written down somewhere else, I'll probably forget. Even if it is the most important thing in
your life at that moment, chances are, I'll forget. Am | that calloused? By no means! | simply
have my head filled with leading worship, leading the singing, preaching, sometimes a
children’s moment, paying attention to the technology cues, and then teaching a lesson to
our high school class immediately after worship. I’'m also probably trying my best to
remember the thing that someone ahead of you just shared. So yes, please share with me
what is going on, but please make sure and help me out by writing it down, emailing the
church office, or putting a confidential prayer card in the offering plate after service.

These are difficult times all around and we are all emotionally taxed. If you find yourself in
need to just vent, to just be heard, please let’s make an appointment to have a confidential
conversation. You can contact me directly or through the church office to schedule a time.

So as 2022 begins, let’s make a commitment to grow in faith by study, clearly communicate
with one another to lift one another up, and continue to seek opportunities to serve
others. | pray that this year is one of health and many blessings. As my mentor Rev. Jack

Scott often says, “May God bless you real good.” In Christ, i ;


mailto:aumc@actonumc.com
mailto:pastormatthew@actonumc.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

FEBRUARY EVENTS
Reading Circle
God’s Bounty
Fellowship Dinner
MARCH EVENTS
10%".....God’s Bounty
16™..... Fellowship Dinner
2" .....Ash Wednesday
STUDY GROUPS
APRIL EVENTS Sunday mornings @10:35 (The Kitchen)
14*™.....God’s Bounty Adult Class — The Wired Word
17'".....Easter Tuesday evenings @ 6:00 (church)
20™..... Fellowship Dinner Adult & Youth — We Make the Road by Walking
Wednesday mornings @ 10:00 (Church)
TEAM MEETINGS Women’s — Ephesians
Staff Parish............. February 1% Friday mornings @ 9:30 (Church kitchen)
Strategy Council.....February 17t Women'’s — Ten Women of the Bible
Trustees ....coou...... February 15t Saturday mornings @ 8:00 (Church kitchen)
Missions......c.ceeuvee. February 23 Men’s — Book of Ephesians
UMW Board........... April 13t Checkout page 8 for more details
Check calendar for times

Women’s Gathering

Saturday, January 29
10-12:00pm

Snacks and Fellowship

Assembling care packages for cancer patients FELLOWSH|P D|NNER
Sign-up at church or call the office FEBRUARY 1 6T|.|

AT

Dinner served @6:00pm

Follow us or


https://www.pngall.com/breast-cancer-ribbon-png/download/18631
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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GOOD TO KNOW
TIDBITS OF AUMC NEWS

off!
holding

Get your Chili Recipe out
for this year’s Chili Cook-
We are looking at
the famous

cook-off in February
after worship. What a tasty and fun way to raise
money for our kids to go to summer camp! Keep
watch for more details as the planning begins. Who
will win the golden ladle this year?

wWhat is a Methodis+?

John Wesley (1703-1791)
was an ordained Anglican
priest. Ata prayer meetingin
London on May 24, 1738, he
had a powerful spiritual
experience which inspired
him to become the first
teacher of “Methodism.”

After his experience in 1738,
Wesley set out with his
brother Charles to form
societies of “Methodists,” so
called because the members
followed a daily routine of
religious observance and
social work.

Taken from About Being United
Methodist, 2007 Edition.

actonumc.com

this month's

PASTOR’S

book recommendation

Manna and Mercy
by Daniel Erlande}

We have seven of our church
family busy with studies and
away from home. Let’s take the
opportunity to send them cards
of encouragement and laughter
and some simple treats. We
need to make sure they know
their church family loves them
and prays for them! Drop your
cards and any treats off at the
display by February 6™ and the
office will take care of mailing
them. Amy Johnson, Alexandria
Meyer, Adam Zietlow, Wyatt
Crowel, Maddie Woodrow, Nick

o ' ‘ Crane, and Olivia Woodrow.
Income........ $279,566............. 102% of budget
Expenses.....$270,879............. 97% of budget
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GOOD TO KNOW
TIDBITS OF AUMC NEWS

The Finance Team has approved the 2022
budget and copies can be found in the
hallway outside the nursery. Please talk

with a Finance Team member if you have Acolytes on Sunday mornings
any questions. at start and end of worship on
a rotation. (Gayle Kerns)

Join the women of church on February 7% at Children’s moment on the 2"
6:30pm for a discussion of The Sweetness of Sunday of even months.
Forgetting, by Kristen Harmel.  The women {elicia Crowel)

will be meeting at Barb Wiley’s Toddler  Room  Sunday
home. All are welcome. See mornings during worship on a

J rotation. (Christy Smith)

Audrey Roberts with questions
or for directions.

GET YOUR RED ON! February is American heart month. Did you know
that heart disease is the number one killer of women? Remember to
eat right, get regular physical exercise, live smoke-free, and know your

numbers. If you have any
questions for our

LET’S ALL WEAR RED ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13THI  orinturse please

contact Margie

Townsend.

The Mission Team is always looking for ways to help and provide
outreach support for local and global missions. If you have an idea for
an activity or program AUMC should consider, please talk with Pastor

Matthew or our Mission Team Leader, Bruce McKay.

Many hands make light work! Do you know someone who is hurting or
Join us after worship on sick that needs a prayer blanket to give
Sunday, January 30" as we them comfort? Please contact the
take down the Christmas church office or Mary Ann  _, Jsh
decorations. This is a big job and any Puckett. We would be .
help you can provide would be greatly happy to provide a special ;ég,
appreciated. blanket to your family or
friend.

Follow us on LT m @
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE

PRAY FOR YOUR CHURCH FAMILY & FRIENDS

OUR HOMEBOUND: Jeanne Carman, Theresa Birdwell, Lurana Babcock

OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS: Alexandria Meyer, Adam Zietlow, Wyatt Crowel, Maddie
Woodrow, Amy Johnson, Olivia Woodrow

MILITARY PERSONNEL: Adam Walters, Joseph (Andy) Roberts, Lucas Lamkin, Jamie
Boles, Nick Crane

If you have a prayer request, please call the office, or fill out a prayer request card during Sunday worship so that we may pray
for you and your loved ones. A request for prayer can also be sent out to other members on email or added to the prayer list
but we know that details of prayer requests can be private so information and updates will only be shared if requested.

EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY

SHARE THE BLESSINGS YOU HAVE RECEIVED

AFGHANISTAN REFUGEES GOD’S BOUNTY HELP
Thanks to the many items that have been donated WEDNESDAY, February 9™
supporting resettlement of the Afghanistan 6-7:00pm
refugees. These items have been delivered to
Team Rubicon at Camp Atterbury where evacuees THURSDAY, February 10th
have been staying pending relocation. The 10-11:00am & 1-6:30pm
Mission Team would like to continue to support
these refugees and will transition our support to lfyou can help, see MaryJo Ensch

the Exodus organization in Indianapolis that
works with individual families setting up their
households. If you wish to help, they need new

or gently used couches, dining room tables and Febf'UClr‘Y

chairs, and gifts cards to Walmart, Amazon, Loose Chqnge and $1 Collection
Saraga, Uber, or Lyft. You may also purchase

items on their Amazon Wishlist. Fletcher Place

learn more about Fletcher Place

DONATE TO GOD’S BOUNTY

Pick up a bag from the God’s Bounty display and bring it back filled with
nonperishable food. Someone from Missions will make sure it gets delivered to our
local food pantry, God’s Bounty.

actonumc.com


https://www.exodusrefugee.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/R2HMZ6AZVQ9N?ref_=wl_share
https://fletcherplacecc.org/
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PASSIONATE WORSHIP

FROM THE PULPIT

February6.......... Jesusand Hell.............c........... Luke 16:19-31, Matthew 25:31-40
February 13 ....... Jesus, Violence, and Power ..... Matthew 16:13-17:9

February 20 ....... Making it Real ..........ccevvvvvnnneee. Mark 2:1-9

February 27 ....... A New ldentity ......cccoeeeevrvnnnnn.. Matthew 5:1-16

WE MAKE THE ROAD BY WALKING SERIES

We continue to work through the basics of the Christian faith each Sunday using Brian McClaren’s
book: We Make the Road by Walking. Pastor Matthew is leading a discussion group on Tuesday
evenings at 7:00pm. Come when you can!

RADICAL HOSPITALITY

SERVING OTHERS IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

felloW

ien Biblical hospitality means we are
Invite afr willing to be uncomfortable, taking on
ighbor 0, o
ne the position of servant so that others
can become more welcome around us.
\:eb T“aw ‘\G‘h From The Art of Hospitality
6:00pMm

Follow us on n u @


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+16%3A19-31&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25%3A31-40&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+16%3A13-17%3A9&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+2%3A1-9&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5%3A1-16&version=NRSV
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RISK TAKING MISSION AND SERVICE

SERVING OTHERS IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

MISSION COLLECT UPDATES

Thanks to all who helped with our mission collections recently.

e FLETCHER PLACE CHRISTMAS EVENT — We provided balls and
blankets and volunteered to help organize the event in December.
Check out the pictures on page 16.

e FOOD HARVEST FOR GOD’S BOUNTY — We collected 480 pounds
of food for God’s Bounty in November. It was mostly peanut
butter and chunky soups, and they were very thankful.

e CROP WALK — We collected $845 for Crop Walk at the October
dinner and Missions matched that for a total of $1,690 going to
Crop Walk. This is an increase over the last few years to thanks to
all who participated and to Bill Howell for overseeing this project.

STOCKING HATS

Phyllis Talyor is continuing the tradition of knitting stocking hats for
the homeless. She and her late husband, Ed, started this many years
ago. Phyllis donated 40 beautiful and warm hand knitted hats to
Wheeler Mission for our homeless neighbors. Thanks Phyllis!

ADVENT OFFERING

AMAZING MISSION FUND
Thru December 31, 2021

Balance: $4,907.23

UMCOR Texas Storms: $2,000

God’s Bounty items: $4,000
Fletcher Place: $1,000

UMCOR Sunday match: $575

Hope Help Love (Deb Burke): $1,000
SAWS: $1,000

Operation Classroom: $560

ECHO: $1,000

Metro Ministries: $500

Angel Tree Program: $1,000

Crop Walk: $845

Fletcher Place Christmas Event: $287.89

OTHER MISSION OUTREACH
Thru December 31, 2021

Loose Change:
Vida Nueva: $1,161.19
Fletcher Place: $1,295.14
Crop Walk: $1,145
Hope Help Love (Deb Burke): $850
Fast Track $345
Meijer Simply Give: $2,582.44
Pink Ribbon Connection: $1,000
UMCOR International: $80
UMCOR Sunday: $575
UMCOR USA: $300

At AUMC we have a great outreach and mission program for a
church our size. In fact, we collected $6,125 for ECHO during
Advent and Christmas Eve. The Mission Team will add $2,000 from
the Amazing Mission Fund (which you pledge and support
throughout the year) for a total of $8,125. So, if you give to the
AMF but did not give during Advent, your \

generosity still made a difference for this % eChO
campaign! Thank you! Hope Against Hunger

WAYS TO GIVE
Monthly Food Pantry Collection
Amazing Mission Fund
Kroger Gift Card Rewards Programs

WAYS TO SERVE
God’s Bounty — 2™ Thursday
Mission Team Meeting — February 23™

actonumc.com



CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
This is the legislative administrative body of Acton Church that
oversees all matters pertaining to fiscal policy and the general
administration of the church.

Chair — Tim Jordan

Council Secretary — Susan French
Treasurer — Felicia Crowel

Lay Leader — Andy Crane

UMW Representative — Connie Walters
Financial Chair — Larry Suits

Financial Secretary — Kay Lynn Zietlow
Staff Parish Relations Chair — Blake Warner
Trustee Chair - Howard Jameson

Lay Member to Annual Conference — TBD
Scouting Coordinator — Aimee Hulskotter
United Methodist Youth — Ethan Warner
Young Adult — Olivia Woodrow

Pastor Matthew Stultz

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Board of Trustees is a technical team charged with caring
for the building and grounds and investments. They also
receive bequests and make recommendations on their
distribution.

Chair- Howard Jameson

Endowment — Ed Puckett

Members - Chris Crowel, Linda Selke, Cary Zietlow, Mark
Hulskotter, Steve Meyer

Pastor Matthew Stultz

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
This is the technical committee for Acton Church. They
care for the welfare of the pastor, staff and congregation.

Chair — Blake Warner

Members - Barb Thompson, Marianne Meyer, Mark
Woodrow, Christy Smith

Lay Leader — Andy Crane

Lay Member to Annual Conference — TBD

Pastor Matthew Stultz

LOVE — LEARN — SHARE - SERVE

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Finance is a fechnical team that meets quarterly. It creates
an annual budget, raises the monies, monitors the budget,
and makes quarterly reports to the Congregational Council.

Chair - Larry Suits

Treasurer — Felicia Crowel

Financial Secretary — Kay Lynne Zietlow
Cong. Council Chair — Tim Jordan
Trustee Chair — Howard Jameson

SPRC Chair - Blake Warner

Lay Leader — Andy Crane

At Large Members — Dick Randolph, Rich Reasoner, Gary
Fulk, Renee Knight

Lay Member to Annual Conference - TBD
Pastor Matthew Stultz

STRATEGY COUNCIL
Strategy Council is an adaptive and technical team that will
fulfill the task of communicating pastoral vision, connect
the committees, ministries, and program areas of Acton
UMC, and fulfill requirements for The United Methodist
Book of Discipline.  Strategy Council reports to
Congregational Council.

Missions — Barb Wiley

Children’s/Youth — Diane Crane

Events — Dan Repass

Scouts — Charlie Walters
Finance/Communications — Felicia Crowel
Parish Nurse — Margie Townsend

Pastor Matthew Stultz

Technical — Relatively straightforward work that we already know
how to do. Technical work requires being organized and
determined to carry out the assignments.

Adaptive — Work where the answers aren’t known and people
need to work together to learn the solution.

Legislative — Work where many perspectives of voices are used to
discern a direction. Legislative work is best accomplished by
reviewing the adaptive and technical work of others.

Follow us on [1 u @



Page 10

INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

LEARN AND GROW IN YOUR FAITH — ALL ARE WELCOME

. /x» J r/ .j.;/, D)
) \“; L _;f T . '5 /:_:_,} fw{.-' YOUTH GROUP - Join us for dinner, swimming,
3 I:L/" H'ﬁ;’E DULE games, fun, fellowship, and faith building lessons
g Sundays, 5:30-7:00pm, at the Church. See Andy or
ADULT CURRENT EVENTS CLASS Diane Crane with any questions.

The Wired Word
Meets Sundays, 10:35-11:15am,

Kitchen, see Sandy G. or Charlie W.
ADULT & YOUTH TUESDAY EVENING

HIGH SCHOOL We Make the Road by Walking Discussion
Meets Sundays, 10:35-11:15am Tuesdays, 6:00pm, church

Pastor’s office, see Pastor Matthew see Pastor Matthew

MIDDLE SCHOOL WEDNESDAY’S WOMEN OF FAITH

Meets Sundays, 10:35-11:15am Ephesians by Joyce Meyer

Jungle Room, see Denise Gaunt Wednesdays, 10:00am, The Church

see Becky Repass
PREK thru 5" GRADE

Bible Games WOMEN’S FRIDAY MORNINGS
Meets 1t Sundays, 10:35-11:15am Ten Women of the Bible
Children’s Chapel upstairs Fridays, 9:30-11:00am, Church Kitchen

see Connie Walters
Kid’s Own Worship & More

Meets rest of the month after the MEN’S SATURDAY MORNINGS
children’s message, 9:45-11:15am Book of Ephesians
Children’s Chapel upstairs Saturdays, 8:00am, Church Kitchen

see Dan Repass

tend
e to at . @
All are welco outh o K =
Sunday cchool classes Wigg - Theres \:‘ﬁ!
. /
VV\a“ C(VOMP af\‘ sS4y Small >
GV‘OMP) V- a S w@ ,a\ Groupw
d fellowship a5 ‘9@ for You! O -
Core o or 4
learn about God's W x

actonumc.com
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WOMEN OF ACTON

TOGETHER IN MISSION AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH

WHAT IS THE UMW?

United Methodist Women is the 7 What a wonderful Advent Tea we had in December.
largest  denominational  faith ! Thanks to everyone who helped and attended. We had to
organization for women in the modify a few things with COVID in our midst, but everyone
world. We are focused on mission seemed to enjoy the changes. We collected almost $500
and providing opportunities for for Habitat for Humanity and look forward to another great

women to grow spiritually. evening this coming December.

If you attend a United Methodist
church, you are a member of the W INEFEIES BIBLE STUDIES
United Methodist Women. Also,
you do not need to be a member of
the church to be a United
Methodist Woman.

At Acton, UMW has so many

ooy T | IRVl Acts of Kindness Bake Sale
including: ~On hold until hopefully Spring!

Prayer Blanket Ministry ~Wednesday mornings at 10:00am
~Friday mornings at 9:30am

~Make quilts for those suffering.
~See Mary Ann Puckett to help.
~Call the office for a blanket.

» Host Fellowship Dinners

Reading Circle Reading Circle

~February 7t, 6:30 at Barb Wiley’s

< LG K|rl1dlness ~The Sweetness of Forgetting, Kristen
Blanket Ministry Harmel

» Women’s Luncheons ~See Audrey Roberts for information
» Women'’s Retreat

Craft Fair Hosting Fellowship Dinners
Advent Tea ~UMW hosts in the odd months
~See Felicia C. or Margie T. to help

So, please, every woman, think
how you may enjoy becoming a Craft Fair

part of Acton United Methodist ~October 22nd
Women. ~Main mission fundraiser of the AUMW

Advent Tea
~December 4t

United ~ Always a beautiful evening

Methodist
Women

FAITH « HOPE « LOVE IN ACTION
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KIDS’ KORNER

WELCcOME TO KIDS’ KORNER, a page just for kids and their families.
Learn about what the children are studying on Sunday and see what fun
events are upcoming for the kids and families. There’s also a Bible story
to help you dig into God’s word. Enjoy!

Children’s Sunday Worship & Fun
Upcoming Events

MISSIONS FOR FEBRUARY
Food for God’s Bounty

Coins for Fletcher Place

Items for Afghanistan Refugees

Our Kid’s Own Worship includes kids PreK through 5t grade. They
come upstairs to the Children’s Chapel for fun and learning after the
children’s message. The kids have their own worship followed by
snacks, games, crafts, science experiments and mission projects.

The first Sunday, kids stay in worship with their families so they can FELLOWSHIP DINNER
share the Lord’s Supper with us — make sure to come to the Children’s February 16", 6:00pm
Chapel upstairs after worship for Bible Games. All ages welcome!

If you kids need to leave after worship, make sure to pick them up from
the Children’s Chapel at the top of the stairs.

BIBLE STORY

Read about the amazing
'FGbl"(Am‘\{ L@SSOVIS people of the bible.

February 6 ~ Bible Games after worship

February 13 ~ Good Samaritan ~ Luke 10:25-37
February 20 ~ The Lost Sheep ~ Luke 15:3-7
February 27 ~ The Forgiving Father ~ Luke 15:11-32

The first Sunday - -
each month in the Dls el Llﬂﬂle
Children’s Chapel Deepera LUKE 10:25-37

after worship

. . THE GOOD SAMARITAN
Who is your neighbor and

what can you do for them
this week?

actonumc.com
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YOUTH GROUP
ACTON TEENS IN ACTION

-]
Even during COVID, our youth have fun! B

SAVE THE DATE
YouTH GROUP

~January 30t

~ 5:30-7:00pm, Church YOUth Group B =
NO YouTH GROUP SUNDAYS : )C In 9
~February 6th 5:30-7:00pm l;rlie ‘ d
YOUTH GROUP FOOD ~ FELLOWSHIP ' n

~February 13th LESSONS ~ GAMES
~5:30-7:00pm, Church To YOUTH GROUP!

FELLOWSHIP DINNER

~February 16t
~6:00pm, Church

Camp registration opened
January 15™ and early bird
deadline for summer camp is
April 20t". The church covers
your fee so get with your
friends and decide where
you want to go! Learn more
at BEACAMPER.COM.

YOuTH GROUP
~February 20th
~5:30-7:00pm, Church

YouTH GROUP
~February 27t

~5:30-7:00pm, Church

Follow us on u


https://impact2818.org/camps/
https://impact2818.org/camps/
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Scouﬁng MVenTures

Troop 219 and 104 both
attended the Governor’s
Luncheon.

Congratulations to our Arrow of Light Cub Scouts! This group has been
together almost from the beginning as Lions. They have worked together
and grow together over the last 5 years to learn the ways of the

scouting. Matt Trout has done an outstanding job as their Den Leader and
Mentor. He has prepared them to for their next adventure. We are proud to
say they will all be crossing over to join our very own Troop 104. Mason,
Chase, Logan, Jackson, Jackson, Paxton, Miles, Lucan, and Griffin.

Preschool Stiles

actonumc.com
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CALENDAR
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