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FEBRUARY 2023 

Advent Totals 6 

Over $10,000 was sent to 

UMCOR from our Advent and 

Christmas Eve collections for 

Ukraine and Ian relief. 
 

Chili Cook-Off 3 

Sign up to bring a pot of chili to 

this yearôs cook-off on 

February 26th.  Money raised 

is for our Bible Garden. 

 

Music Bingo 5 

Mark your calendars for our 

next Fellowship Event. Itôs 

Music Bingo on March 4th at 

5:00pm.  Fun for all ages! 

 

Robertôs Park 10 

125 sack lunches and socks 

were handed out on Christmas 

Day.  Thanks for the 200 pairs 

of socks that were donated! 
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Fear.  We all experience it and express it 
differently.  Many of us are afraid of the same things, 
spiders, snakes; while others are completely 
unaffected by them.  Sometimes people even laugh at 
the notion that we are afraid of something that they 
are not.  I was flipping through the TV channels the 
other day and there was a couple that was trying to 
ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŦǊƻƎǎΦ  The man loved to 
άƎƛƎέ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
help her get over her fear.  Although he chuckled at 
her a couple of times, the reality of her childhood 
experience to create the fear was real.   

Ukraine is still at war with Russia and daily we are 
given reports of escalation of violence.  At present 
8,000 people have died in an earthquake in Turkey 
and Syria.  There are people afraid of impending 
violence that they have no control over.   

In light of this, these very real and very horrible things 
in our world today, it can be easy to just live with fear 
as our guide.   

Gareth Higgins writes in his book, How Not to Be 
Afraid:  Seven Ways to Live When Everything Seems 
Terrifying ǘƘŀǘ ά/ŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǎǎƛƳƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŀ 
function of the most dangerous belief: that violence 
Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƻǎΦέ  We can not only 

become so afraid we are numb to those suffering, we 
can also begin to think the only way to not be afraid is 
to ramp up more violence.  In most cases, like 
earthquakes and hurricanes, it would be pointless.  In 
others, like war and murder, it simply escalates the 
negative energy. 

For Lent we will go through the seven things we are 
afraid of, at our core, the things that actually inform 
our beliefs and shape how we treat others, and we will 
come up with solutions that help us take small steps 
out of fear.  We do so first and foremost remembering 
JohnΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭƻǾŜ Ŏŀǎǘǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ŦŜŀǊΦέ   

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿǊŜǎǘƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ 
I hope this series is a blessing for you.  Take a look at 
the series announcement in this newsletter for more 
information and for the schedule. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Fear 
BY PASTOR MATTHEW STULTZ 

 

If you are looking for a book to read during this 
Lenten season, look at Luke, by Adam Hamilton.   

hƴŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ άaȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ōȅ 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ 
 ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  That decision to follow him did not end the chaos 
ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ  .ǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎŀǎǘǎΦέ 

Make sure to check Amazon, Cokesbury, and Christianbook websites for the best price. 
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FEBRUARY EVENTS 
9th ....... DƻŘΩǎ .ƻǳƴǘȅ 
12th ..... Scout Sunday 
12th ..... Troop 219 Bake Sale 
15th ..... Fellowship Dinner 
22nd .... Ash Wednesday Service 
26th ..... Chili Cook-off 

MARCH EVENTS 
4th ....... Music Bingo 
9th ....... DƻŘΩǎ .ƻǳƴǘȅ 
19th ..... Sweet & Savory Sale 
15th ..... Fellowship Dinner  

APRIL EVENTS 
9th ....... Easter Sunday 
13th ..... DƻŘΩǎ .ƻǳƴǘȅ 
16th ..... Sweet & Savory Sale 
19th ..... Fellowship Dinner  

TEAM MEETINGS 
Staff Parish ............ March 7th 
Strategy Council .... March 9th 
Trustees ................ February 21st 

Missions ................ February 22nd 
UMW Board .......... April 11th 
 

STUDY GROUPS 
Sunday mornings @10:35 (The Kitchen) 
 Adult Class ς The Wired Word 

Wednesday mornings @ 10:00 (Church) 
 ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ς In Search of Wisdom 

Wednesday evenings @ 6:00 (.ŀǊō aŎ/ƻǊƳŀŎƪΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ) 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ς Just Like Jesus 

Friday mornings @ 9:30 (Church kitchen) 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ς Ten Women of the Bible 

Saturday mornings @ 8:00 (Church kitchen) 
 aŜƴΩǎ ς Books of 1 & 2 Timothy 

Checkout page 8 for more details 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 15TH 
6:00PM 

The men are serving 
Ham-n-beans, Gumbo, 
Cornbread and more 

Benefits Fellowship Events 

 

CHILI COOK-OFF 
FEBRUARY 26th 

Join us after worship for our annual 
chili cook-off.  Purchase a spoon for a 
$1 and vote with your money. If you are 
able, please sign-up to bring a pot of 
chili.  We have two categories, beef 
chili and everything else!  Money raised 
will be for the upkeep of our Bible 
Garden. 

Join us on Saturday, March 4th at 5:00pm for a 
night of fun with Music Bingo.  This a fun event 
for all ages!  Cost is $5 per household or carload 
of friends.  Bring a snack or appetizer to share 
and your own drinks. 
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Join the Singles Group for lunch 
at the Olive Garden on East 
Washington Street on Sunday, 
March 12th.   See Susan French 
or Trudi Wolfe for more details. 

Welcome New 
Member 

On January 29th, we 
welcomed new 

member, Sandy Smith. 
Make sure to say hello 
and introduce yourself 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΦ 

What Church 

Membership Means 

As we welcomed Sandy Smith in 
new membership, we renewed 
our out covenant of membership.  
Do you remember? 

ά²Ŝ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ 
has already given you and we 
welcome you in Christian love.  As 
members together with you in 
the body of Christ and in this 
congregation of The United 
Methodist Church, we renew our 
covenant faithfully to participate 
in the ministries of the church by 
our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, and our service, that in 
everything God may be glorified 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 

This year, we will be looking at 
what church membership means 
as we strive to commit our entire 
lives to God. 

Taken from page 38, The United 
Methodist Hymnal. 

Church Bulletin Funnies 

The sermon this 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΥ ΨWŜǎǳǎ 
²ŀƭƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊΦΩ 
The sermon tonight: 
Ψ{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎΦΩ 

LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƻǳǊ 
fun and vibrant 
Acton Garage Sale.  LǘΩǎ ŀ 
time for fellowship, a time 
to connect with our 
community and raise 
dollars for youth 
programs.   We are 
blessed in so many ways, 
and as a source of love 
and light in this 
neighborhood, we look 
forward to the great 
comeback of the 
άDŀǊŀƎŜ {ŀƭŜΣέ ōǳǘ ǿŜ 
need your help.  Please 
join us for a meeting 
February 19th after 
church to discuss the 
summer event. 

 

f 

Get your blood 
pressure checked on 
February 12th after 
worship by our own 
Parish Nurse, Margie 

Townsend. 
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ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

SERVICE 
February  22nd  

7:00pm  
 

FEBRUARY IS HEART HEALTH 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Heart or cardiovascular diseases 
include blood vessel diseases, 
heart rhythm problems, and 
congenital heart defects. 

Heart disease is the main source 
of death in the U.S. and every 
year, one in four people will die 
from heart disease. 

There are things you can do to 
help.  Make sure to exercise, stop 
smoking, limit alcohol use, eat a 
heart healthy diet, get better 
sleep, and reduce your stress.  

If you have any questions for our Parish 
Nurse, please contact Margie Townsend. 

 

WEAR RED ON FEBRUARY 12th

SATURDAY, MARCH 4TH @5:00PM 
FUN FOR ALL AGES 

$5 PER HOUSEHOLD OR CARLOAD OF FRIENDS 
BRING A SNACK OR APPETIZER TO SHARE AND YOUR OWN DRINKS 

FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS  

Mary Jo Ensch ς 2nd 
Barb Thompson ς 6th 
Kameron Cress ς 10th 

Paul Hagan ς 15th 

Luke Tope ς 18th 

Henry Crane ς 19th  
Jerry Grau ς 27th  

 

 

FEBRUARY 26TH 
after worship 

SPOONS ARE $1 

VOTE WITH $$$ 

Sign-up now to 
bring a pot of chili. 

As of December 31, 2022  
Income  ......... $277,491 ..... 99% 

Expenses ....... $272,860 ..... 98% 

Volunteers are needed for the toddler 
room and nursery.  See Diane Crane if you 

are available on any Sundays to help. 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
PRAY FOR YOUR CHURCH FAMILY & FRIENDS 

 

HEALING AND STRENGTH:  Ann Howell, Lyndsey Garrison (friend of Victoria Phillips), Amy 
{ŎƘǊŜƛōŜǊ όŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ [ƛƴŘŀ {ŜƭƪŜύΣ {ŀƴŘȅ DǊǳōōΣ /ƘǊƛǎ hǎōƻǳǊƴ όDǊǳōōΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊύΣ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ 
Birdwell, YŜǾƛƴ Iƛǘǘ όwŀƴŘƻƭǇƘΩǎ ǎƻƴ-in-law), Greg McConaughey, Linda Hicks, Amy Berns 
ό5ŜōƛΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇal), Paula McIntosh, Jeanne Carmen. 

OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS:   Alexandria Meyer, Maddie Woodrow, Amy Johnson, Olivia 
Woodrow, Cherilynn Spicer, Ruth Crowel, Will Tope  

MILITARY PERSONNEL:  Adam Walters, Joseph (Andy) Roberts, Lucas Lamkin, Jamie Boles, 
Nick Crane, Travis Beasley 

 

 

 

EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY  
SHARE THE BLESSINGS YOU HAVE RECEIVED 

ADVENT COLLECTIONS 
Thank you to all who were able to contribute to 
the Advent and Christmas Eve offerings for the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

Our Advent collection during December went to 
UMCOR USA disaster relief which is currently 
being used for flood buckets and to help with 
Hurricane Ian relief.  We collected $1,710. 

Our Christmas Eve offering went to UMCOR 
International disaster relief which is currently 
being used to help with needs in Ukraine.  We 
collected $8,358.34. 

 

 

GODõS BOUNTY HELP 

WEDNESDAY, March 8th  
6-7:00pm 

 
THURSDAY, March 9th 

10-11:00am & 1-6:30pm 

If you can help, see Mary Jo Ensch  

 

Loose Change and $1 Collection  

February ð Fletcher Place  

DONATE TO Dh5Ω{ .h¦b¢¸ 
tƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŀ ōŀƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DƻŘΩǎ .ƻǳƴǘȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
nonperishable food.  Someone from Missions will make sure it gets delivered to our 
local food pantry, DƻŘΩǎ .ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 

 

If you have a prayer request, please call the office, or fill out a prayer request card during Sunday worship so that we may pray 
for you and your loved ones.  A request for prayer can also be sent out to other members on email or added to the prayer list 
but we know that details of prayer requests can be private so information and updates will only be shared if requested. 

 


